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UNCLASS DAMASCUS 1 172 

AMMAN ALSO FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA SUMMARY FOR FEB 17 

1 . SUMMARY: ASAD'S RETURN FROM ROMANIA DOMINATED MEDIA. 
QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE MEETING WITH MARONITE PATRIARCH 
REPORTED, AS WAS COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY FATAH CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
PLEDGING TO HONOR RIYADH AND CAIRO SUMMIT DECISIONS AND TO END 
EXCESSES OF PALESTINIAN INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS. FORTHCOMING 
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KHARTOUM MEETINGS WILL DEAL WITH PALESTINIAN QUESTION, GENEVA. 
AND SUDAN'S MEMBERSHIP IN SYRO-EGYPTIAN POLITICAL COMMAND. 
ACCORDING SYRIAN CHARGE IN KHARTOUM. EDITORIAL URGED U.S. 

DEAL WITH QUESTION OF PALESTINIANS AND THEIR "RIGHT" TO ESTABLISH 
INDEPENDENT STATE. PALESTINIAN RIGHTS DEFINED AS REP ATRIA 
TION AND ESTABLISHMENT INDEPENDENT STATE. END SUMMARY. 
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2. SYRIAN MEDIA FOCUSED ON RETURN OF PRES ASAD FROM TWO-DAY 
TRIP TO BUCHAREST. AL BAATH HEADLINED: 'JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON 
THE TALKS STRESSES NEED FOR RESUMPTION OF GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WITH PLO PARTCIPATION. " ACCOMPANYING ARTICLES PUBLISHED 
COMMUNIQUE AND STATEMENTS BY CEAUCESCU SUPPORTIVE OF ARAB 
POSITIONS IN THEIR CONFLICT WITH ISRAEL. 

3. PROMINENCE GIVEN MEETING OF QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE IN 
LEBANON WHICH SAID TO HAVE DEALT MAINLY WITH IMPLEMENTATION 
CAIRO AGREEMENT. COMMITTEE MEMBERS THEN VISITED MARONITE 
PATRIARCH. PRESS PUBLISHED PATRIARCH KHREISHS STATE- 
MENTS MADE AFTER MEETING IN WHICH HE ASSERTED COMMITTEE AND 
INFORMED HIM IT INTENDED TO ASSIST LEBANON BECOME "EVEN BETTER 
STATE THAN IT USED TO BE." HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING. "WE ALSO 
DISCUSSED QUESTION OF SOUTH IN PARTICULAR AND MEMBERS OF 
COMMITTEE HAVE PROMISHED TO DO EVERYTHING IN THEIR POWER TO 
RESTORE CALM AND STABILITY TO SOUTHERN REGION." 

4. PRESS ALSO REPORTED COMMUNIQUE ISSED BY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF FATAH DEPLORING "THE EXCESSES, ILL CONDUCT, AND 
MALPRACTICES CARRIED OUT BY GROUPS INSIDE PALESTINIAN CAMPS 
IN LEBANON WHICH RESULTED IN KILLING NUMBER OF ADF TROOPS WHO 
PERFORMING TASKS OF MAINTAINING SECURITY IN LEBANON." COMMUNIQUE 
ADDED THAT FATAH SAW IT HAD DUTY TO OPERATE THROUGH PLO AND TO 
ADOPT MEASURES AIMED AT ENDING ACTS BY INDIVIDUALS OR GROUP TRYING 
TO HARM THE "PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION." COMMUNIQUE REITERATED 
COMMITMENT TO RIYADH AND CAIRO SUMMITS AND NOTED THAT PALESTINIANS 
WOULD TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION IMPLEMENTATION OF 1969 CAIRO 
ACCORD IN LETTER AND SPIRIT. DOCUMENT PLEDGED COOPERATION WITH 
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CONFRONTATION STATES AND DENIED ANY CONTACTS HAD OCCURRED 
WITH ISRAEL OR DOCUMENT DELIVERED TO ANY PARTY (READ AUSTRIAN 
CHANCELLOR KREISKY) RECOGNIZING ISRAEL. 

5. SYRIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN KHARTOUM REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD 
SUDANESE NEWS AGENCY THAT FORTHCOMING SUMMIT AMONG PRESIDENTS 
OF SUDAN, EGYPT, AND SYRIA WILL CONSTITUTE NEW DEPARTURE IN 
ARAB AFFAIRS WHICH WILL EFFECT PALESTINIAN ISSUE. HE STATED 
MEETING WOULD DRAW UP PLAN CONCERNING PALESTINIAN CAUSE 

AND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. HE ALSO STATED THAT LEADERS WOULD 
DISCUSS INCLUSION OF SUDAN IN UNIFIED POLITICAL COMMAND. 

6. EDITORIAL IN THAWRA DEALT WITH SECRETARY'S VISIT AND PEACE 
PROSPECTS. VANCE'S TOUR CALLED "IMPORTANT" DESPITE LACK OF 
CURRENT US PEACE PLAN AND INTENTION TO ONLY GATHER INFORMATION 
AT THIS TIME. IMPORTANT POINT NOT LOCATION OF RECONVENED 

MEPC BUT RESULTS EMERGING FROM CONFERENCE, AND BASIS OF ITS 
RECONVOCATION. EDITORIAL NOTED ISRAELI REFUSAL TO ACCEPT 
PLO REPRESENTATION AND ARAB INSISTENCE ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS 
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"INCLUDING REPATRIATION AND ESTABLISHEMENT OF ITS INDIPENDENT 
NATIONAL STATE." DISCREPANCY SAID THEREFORE TO EXIST AND EDI- 
TORIAL ASKED RHETORICALLY IF VANCE WOULD BE CAPABLE FINDING 
FORMULA "TO PREVENT THE SITUATION FROM FLARING UP/AND TO ENSURE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF GENUINE, JUST AND COMPREHENSIVE PEACE." 

EDITORIAL THEN TURNED TO QUESTION OF ISRAELI DEMAND FOR SECURE 
BORDERS AND PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. FAMILIAR THEME SOUNDED THAT 
WHEN ISRAELI STRESSES SECURE BORDERS IT PUTTING FORWARD UNREALISTIC 
TERMS AS IT DOES WHEN IT REFUSED PLO PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA 
AND PALESTINIANS' RIGHT TO REPATRIATION AND SELF-DETERMINATION. 
EDITORIAL CONCLUDED SAYING, "IT IS NECESSARY VANCE REALIZE THAT 
THERE WILL BE NEITHER GENEVA NOR PEACE UNLESS SUBSTANCE OF 
CONFLICT IS TREATED, NAMELY, CAUSE OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND 
THEIR RIGHT TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN INDEPENDENT NATIONAL 
STATE. ANYTHING SHORT OF THIS WILL UNDERMINE ALL AVAILABLE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEACE. IT MAY IN FACT LEAD TO WAR FOR WHICH 
BOTH AMERICA AND ISRAEL WOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE." 
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7. COMMENT: EDITORIAL COMMENT GENERALLY REFRAINS FROM SPELLING 
OUT ANY SPECIFIC SYRIAN DEFINITION PF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. FORMU- 
LATION IN THIS THAWRA EDITORIAL IS NOT NEW BUT AGAIN REAFFIRMS 
THAT REPATRIATION AND ESTABLISHMENT INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 
STATE FOR PRESENT REMAINS PUBLIC SYRIAN DEFINITION OF THOSE 
RIGHTS. MURPHY 
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